
Bert Allen 
 

As I sit to write this tr ibute to Bert, I cannot get the 
snatch of words from a song out of my head—I think it 

was Yellow Taxi—and the phrase ‘don’t it always seem 

to go, that you don’t know what you’ve got till it’s 
gone’. Never has this seemed more appropriate as I 

know that Bert’s premature departure will be keenly 
felt by us all. A man of many talents, his energy, en-

thusiasm and consistent, optimistic good humour made 

new fr iends wherever he went. 
Much of Bert’s professional life has been in the pr int-

ing trade, on leaving school he joined a company that 

produced secur ity documents as a trainee compositor. 
He did his National Service in the RAF where he dem-

onstrated his restless technical interests by switching 
to radar installation, a science that must have been 

still in its infancy at this time. 

Returning to pr int at Blades, another change saw him 
move into time and motion study and his constant 

search for  process improvement resulted in a r ise to 
manager and a company car, a yellow A40 estate van 

which quickly became known as ‘pr imrose’. 

Around this time, he was playing guitar  and providing 
vocals in a skiffle group, the Valley Ramblers, who 

made it onto the bi ll with Joe Brown. His wide interest 
in music, from pop to classical, never left him. 

Together with Sheena, who he had now met and mar-

r ied, they formed their  own pr int company in 1981 
which they ran successfully until retirement in 1999. 

Retirement might be the wrong descr iption, for  Bert 

and Sheena quickly became involved in the recovery of 
the run down St. Andrews church in their  chosen vil-

lage of Woodwalton, fund-raising, production of a 
newsletter  and labouring, their  devoted support re-

sulted in the church being re-opened and two services 

being held there this year. His ashes wi ll rest in the 
churchyard where he did so much to restore. 

With the birth of a grandchild, Bert’s life was com-
plete. 

Jaguars also p layed a large part in Bert’s life. He was 

one of the founder members of Area 17 when it was 
re-formed in 1991 and a first act was to volunteer to 

edit our newsletter. He has also been our Chairman for  
two years. Later, Bert was also to take over the news-

letter  produced by the Jaguar Car Club and between 

1997 and 2000 turned this publication into a profes-
sional and modern magazine.  

Berts appreciation of good food and wine and in par-

ticular  his enjoyment of things continental led to him 
organising and cajoling members to join in forays into 

France. Frequent garage stops and a fine for  speeding 

come to mind. 

Bert had firm views and at times could be outspoken—
he told it as it was—but his words were always con-

structive and never personal or  spiteful, just a fertile 
mind that was sometimes frustrated. 

A man of many talents, a spec ial person, well 
read, well travelled, generous of spirit, gener-
ous with his time, free with help and encour-
agement. A family man. His enthusiasm, energy 
and friendship will be badly missed by all who 
knew him. 
To Sheena and all his family, Area 17 extend 
their heartfelt sympathy. We hope that knowing 
that we all share their sense of loss will help 
them to come to terms with their lives ahead. 

January 2005 



Happy Memories 



 Christmas Dinner            

     At the Waggon & Horses 

We welcomed fr iends old and new at our Chr istmas Dinner as twenty five members enjoyed the excellent festive 

fair  provided by our hosts James and Dawn. 

In recognition of the events of 2004, the meal was preceded by a toast to absent fr iends, proposed by our Chair-
man Roger Gage, then once events were under way the wine flowed and the volume of conversation and banter 

rose. There were many comp liments about the meal, Richard did a grand job organising the raffle and later  there 
was that eager anticipation as the draw for  the many pr izes was made. 

The Chairman’s Trophy was this year awarded to Trevor Mayhew in recognition of his contr ibution to the years 

events—his emotional and tearful acceptance speech was worthy of anything Br itney Spears could manage—and a 
most successful evening drew to a close some time well after  midnight. 

On behalf of the committee, and as we reflect  upon recent events, both local and International, I would 
like to wish all our members and their families a healthy, prosperous and peaceful  New Year 



Programme 2005 
All regular meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at 

The Waggon & Horses, 105, Barton Road, Barton Le Clay, Beds 

For more information and to add your suggestions, please contact our secretary Mick Duffy 
on 

01525 873232 or 07770 933997 

Browns Lane Factory Visit 
We have been fortunate to secure one of the last tours of the historic Browns Lane factory 

before it closes.  The date is Wednesday 16 February starting at 1.00 pm. 

Please let me know now if you wish to come, we must finalise details with the factory. 
Call 01525 382432 

Sheena would like to thank all those who have sent such 
kind messages of sympathy and support. The donations to 
The Friends Of St. Andrews Church in Bert’s memory are 
very much apprec iated. Sheena would also like to thank all 
who attended the funeral to say their personal farewells to 
our valued friend. 


